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she refused to enter upon a vigorous military policy
and practically confined active operations to the sea.
There the English sailors gained many a success ;
the ports of the south and west coast were filled with
the treasure ships from Mexico and Peru ; the rich
American colonies feared the daring robbers who
burst upon them when least expected, and almost the
only defeat sustained, when the gallant Sir Richard
Grenville lost his life, was more glorious than a
victory. The naval power of England grew greater
and greater; her commerce spread far and wide, and
before the end of the reign the foundations, slight
though they were, of the greatest colonial empire
ever seen had been laid. And to Elizabeth much
praise is due, whether she acted by accident or de-
sign ; for at least she did much to turn the minds of
her subjects to the ocean, rather than to the Conti-
nent, and thus, indirectly perhaps, but none the less
certain!}', to contribute in no small measure to the
success of the Great Rebellion and to the preserva-
tion of the liberties of her country.

The last years of the reign were occupied by
the rivalry between Essex and Robert Cecil. The
former was the successor of Leicester in the favour
of the queen and advocated a military policy; while
the latter inherited his father's position and contended
that the future of England lay on the seas. And as
in the earlier years of her reign, Elizabeth's heart was
with her favourite, but her mind was with her minister;
and as Burleigh had triumphed over Leicester, so did
his son over Essex. A rebellion, which broke out in
Ireland under Hugh O'Neill 0598), assumed clanger-